
Indian Journal of Postgraduate Dermatology • Article in Press  |  1

is is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-Share Alike 4.0 License, which allows others 
to remix, transform, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as the author is credited and the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.
©2026 Published by Scientific Scholar on behalf of Indian Journal of Postgraduate Dermatology

Image Correspondence

Isolated Vulval Pemphigus Vulgaris
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A 38-year-old female presented with a complaint of a single, painful lesion on her vulva 
for 4 months. On examination, a single erythematous ulcer of size 4 × 0.5  cm, well-defined 
margins and non-tender was present on the inner aspect of the left labia minora [Figure 1a]. 
The venereal disease research laboratory serology was non-reactive. Gram’s stain and herpes 
simplex virus polymerase chain reaction (PCR) were negative. Histopathological examination 
showed a focal suprabasal split and a row of tombstone-like appearance of basal keratinocytes 
[Figure  1b and c]. Direct immunofluorescence showed IgG and C3 intercellular deposits 
[Figure 1d]. The patient had desmoglein 3 antibody positivity, thus confirming the diagnosis of 
pemphigus vulgaris.

In view of unresponsiveness to oral steroids and azathioprine, she was treated with 2 doses of 
rituximab injection with complete remission [Figure 2a and b]. We highlight the importance of 
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Figure  1: (a) Single erythematous ulcer of size 4 × 0.5 cm with 
well-defined margins, non-tender, present on the inner aspect of 
the left labia minora (black arrow). (b) Photomicrograph showing 
supra-basal split (H& E, ×100) (blue arrow). (c) Photomicrograph 
showing a row of tomb-stone like appearance of basal keratinocytes 
(H&E, ×400) (black circle). (d) Direct immunofluorescence showing 
intercellular deposition of IgG in the epidermis (×400).
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isolated lesions of pemphigus on the vulva and it is important 
to remember the non-venereal causes of genital ulcers.
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Figure  2: (a) Post rituximab (induction phase) – ulcer reduction, 
(b) Post rituximab – complete clearance of ulcer at 6 months.
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